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1. INTRODUCTION

During Manila APRICOT Conference in February 1998, BoF on ccTLD was held, and it was concluded that the next BoF shall be held during Geneva INET in July 1998 as well as IFWP(International Forum on White Paper), which was also held at the same place.  During the meeting, it was proposed to form APccTLD.(see the meeting minutes for detail).  Kilnam Chon from Korea and Toru Takahashi was elected as the interim co-chair of the taskforce. APccTLD was renamed as APTLD.

The world-wide ccTLD meeting was also held during the same time, and WWTLD was formed with delegates from five regions; Africa, APTLD/Asia-Pacific, CENTR/Europe, Latin America, and North America.

The next APTLD was held in Singapore during the third IFWP in August 1998. Kilnam Chon was elected as the interim chair to serve for six month until the next meeting during APRICOT'99 in Singpaore. Several committees were formed during the meeting with the secretariat located at JPNIC;

	Committee
	Chair

	Workshop
	Jim Higgins

	Multilingual Domain Name
	Tan Tin Wee

	Domain Survey
	Adam Peake


Series of meetings were held during 1998 and 1999, which led to formation of ICANN, DNSO and ccTLD Constituency as follows;

	1998.06
	IFWP
	Reston

	07
	IFWP
	Geneva

	08
	IFWP
	Buenos Aires

	10
	DNSO Formation
	Barcelona

	11
	ICANN
	Boston

	12
	DNSO Formation
	Monterey, Mexico

	1999.01
	DNSO Formation
	Washington, D.C.

	02
	DNSO Formation
	Paris

	1999.03
	DNSO Formation
	Singapore

	1999.03
	ICANN
	Singapore


DNSO was formed in March 1999 during Singapore ICANN Meeting, and the third APTLD Meeting was also held in the same location. Kilnam Chon agreed to serve another 12 months as the chair of APTLD, and the secretariat was moved to Korea with YJ Park hired as the first staff of APTLD in April 1999. During Berlin ICANN Meeting, the adhoc APTLD Meeting was held, followed by the regular meeting in San Jose in June. It was decided to incorporate APTLD and the legal committee was manded to deliver the bylaws. APTLD Principles was delivered and approved at the next APTLD meeting in Los Angeles in November 1999. The draft bylaws was developed and posted at the next meeting in February 2000, but the incorporation was not quite ready at that time. With further discussion, the articles for APTLD incorporation was delivered in May-June 2000, which was approved at the next APTLD Meeting in July 2000 as part of Letter of Intent singed by 24 founding members.









---------

2. MEMBERS

APTLD started with ccTLD members in Asia-Pacific in July 2000. See the original member list as well as the latest member list in Appendix. At the second APTLD Meeting in August 2000, it was decided to include gTLD members in order to address all TLD registry issues in Asia-Pacific. Half of domain names registered in Asia-Pacific are gTLDs.

In 1999, non-commercial members were added to APTLD as Affiliated Members, jointly with APNG. The initial members of the non-commercial group consist of DNSO Non-Commercial Constituency members from Asia-Pacific. Later in 1999, commercial group members were added as Associate Members. Registrars were added as APTLD members. These three groups were included in Asia-Pacific Domain Names(apdn.org) in 2000 when APTLD was decided to be formed with only TLD registries. 
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3. COMMITTEES

Various committees have been formed since APTLD's inception. See the list of committees as follows, and their charters in Appendix. Multilingual Domain Name Committee (iName) along its counterpart at APNG was span off as Multilingual Internet Names Consortium in July 2000.

Executive Committee

Legal Committee (including Bylaws Subcommitee)

Finance Committee

Workshop Committee

Internet Seminar Committee

Multilingual Domain Name Committee

Technology Committee

Special Project Committee

Funding Committee
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4. SECRETARIAT 

The APTLD Secretariat was originally established in Japan, and was moved to Korea six month later.  The secretariat with typically one full-time staff and two part-time staffs (25% each) handles the following tasks; 

   Meeting administration 

   aptld.org website and mailing list management 

   Committee administration 

   Accounting 

   Documentation 

   Membership administration 

   Others 

There are much volunteer effort for administration of meetings and workshops, local arrangement and others. On the other hand, we could not secure staffs to deliver position papers on bahlaf of APTLD, and this task was done by volunteer effort of various TLD members.
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5. INCORPORATION

APTLD decided to be incorporated in 1999 one year after its inception in 1998. It took one year to incorporate APTLD. After deciding the incorporation in June 1999, APTLD Principles were developed in September-October 1999, and it was approved in November 1999 Meeting in Los Angeles. Subsequently, the bylaws were developed and was tabled in February 2000 Meeting in Seoul. The substantially different version based on only TLD registry members was developed in May-June 2000.  The APTLD Principle and Articles were included in Letter of Intent (LOI), which was signed by 8 founding members at July 2000 Meeting in Yokohama, and more founding members agreed to sign. There are 24 founding members now. See the list in Appendix.

The initial APTLD Board members were elected with Professor Hualin Qian as the initial Board Chair in July 2000 as follows;

  Hualin Qian/cn             Chair

  Peter Dengate-Thrush/nz     Senior Vice Chair

  Bill Semich/nu              Vice Chair-Treasure

  Shuichi Tashiro/jp           Vice Chair-Membership

  Kanchana Kanchanasut/th

  Kwang-Ho Song/kr

  Wen-Sheng Chen/tw

  Ramesh Kumar Nadarajah/my  
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6. RELATED ORGANIZATIONS

There are many related organizations of APTLD.  ICANN with its support organizations is one of them. Regional TLD registry organizations are peer orgaizations. APTLD also span off two organizations; MINC and APDN.

Development of ICANN (Internet Corporation of Names and Numbers) was done in parallel with APTLD.  APTLD was formed during ICANN formation process, called IFWP (International Forum of White Paper) in 1998. The first ICANN was held in October 1999 in Boston. Domain Name Support Organization (DNSO) of ICANN went through the formation process in October 1999 and March 2000 with monthly meeting around the world. DNSO was formed with six constituencies, but seventh constituency was added at the last minutes by splitting TLD Constituency to ccTLD and gTLD Constituencies in March 1999 in Singapore. See further information in the relevant websites such as www.icann.org, www.dnso.org, and wwtld.org.

APTLD has its peer organizations, called regional ccTLD organizations as well as a functional TLD organization. They are as follows; 

  AFTLD in Africa

  CENTR in Europe

  LACTLD in Latin America

  NATLD in North America

  IATLD

APTLD span off two organizations. Multilingual Internet Names Consortium (MINC) is one of them, and the other is Asia-Pacific Domain Names (APDN), which is the mailing list at this moment.
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REFERENCE

	AFTLD
	www.aftld.org
Africa Top Level Domain Registry Group

	APTLD
	www.aptld.org 

Asia-Pacific Top Level Domain Forum

	APNG
	www.apng.org
Asia-Pacific Networking Group

	AP*
	www.apstar.org
Asia-Pacific Group Coordination

	CENTR
	www.centr.org 

Council of European National Top-Level Domain Registries

	DNSO
	www.dnso.org 

Domain Names Support Organization

	IATLD
	www.iatld.org
International Association of Top Level Domain Registries

	ICANN
	www.icann.org
Internet Corporation of Assigned Names and Numbers

	LACTLD
	www.lactld.org
Latin American and Caribbean Top Level Domain Registry Group

	MINC
	www.minc.org
Multilingual Internet Names Consortium

	NATLD
	www.natld.org  
North American Top Level Domain Registries

	wwTLD
	www.wwtld.org
ccTLD Constituency Group of ICANN DNSO
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APPENDIX A: APTLD Founding Members

AS American Samoa

CK Cook Islands

CN China 

HK Hong Kong 

ID Indonesia

IN India

JP Japan 

KH Cambodia

KR Korea 

LK Sri Lanka

MN Mongolia

MY Malaysia

NU Niue 

NZ New Zealand 

PG Papua New Guinea

PH Philippines

PK Pakistan

SG Singapore

TH Thailand

TW Taiwan 

WS Samoa

COM/NET/ORG (Associate member) 
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APPENDIX B: Meetings

1. APTLD Meetings

   1998.3  BoF on ccTLD in Manila (APRICOT)

   1998.7  First APTLD(APccTLD) Meeting in Geneva (IFWP, INET)

   1998.8  Second APTLD Meeting in Singapore (IFWP)

   1999.3  Third APTLD Meeting in Singpore (APRICOT)

   1999.5  Fourth(adhoc) APTLD Meeting in Berlin (ICANN)

   1999.6  Fifth APTLD Meeting in San Jose (INET)

   1999.11 Sixth APTLD Meeting in Los Angeles (ICANN)

   2000.2  Seventh APTLD Meeting in Seoul (APRICOT) 

   2000.7  Eighth APTLD Meeting in Yokohama (ICANN, INET)

   2000.11 Ninth APTLD Meeting in Marina del Ray (ICANN)

2. Workshops

   1999.3  APTLD Workshop, Singapore

   1999.6  Joint TLD Workshop, San Jose

   2000.2  Joint Workshop on Multilingual Names

   2000.7  Joint Workshop on DNSsec

   2000.7  Joint Workshop on Multilingual Internet Names
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APPENDIX C: Documents

1. APTLD Principles
2. APTLD Articles
3. APTLD Letter of Intent
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APPENDIX D: Finance

APTLD Financial Statement Summary (1999.4-2000.7)

 REVENUE

        JPNIC                                                     10,000

        Melbourne IT                                               5,000

        NU Domain Ltd.                                             5,000

        DOMAINZ                                                    5,000

        KRIA                                                       4,400

        KRNIC                                                      2,500

        LKNIC                                                        500

        Berlin Meeting Fee                                           530

        LA Meeting Fee                                             1,050

        Seoul Meeting Fee                                          2,506

        Notebook Computer                                          1,200



                                                 -------

        Total Revenues                                           $37,686

 EXPENDITURE

        Staff Compensation (6 man-months)                          13,170

        Overhead                                                   4,519

        Trip Expense                                               4,915

        Internet Seminar Tour                                      4,526

        Meeting Expense                                            4,294

        Equipment                                                  3,846

                                              


--------

        Total Expenditure                                        $35,270

BALANCE (2000.08)                                                 $2,416

                                                                   1,000

        Contribution to ICANN on DNSO (2000,20 OCT)

BALANCE (2000.11)                                                 $1,416

Note

 1. Overhead includes Insuarance, Secretary Service, Engineering Service, Domestic travelling expenses, Communication charges, and so on.
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APPENDIX E: Committee Charter

1. Legal Committee
2. Finance Committee
3. Workshop Committee
4. Technology Committee
5. Multilingual Names Committee
6. Internet Seminar Tour Committee
7. Developing Country Committee
8. Funding Committee
